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Dissertation Summary
The aim of this work is to shed light on the concept of omniscience and demonstrate that it plays crucial

roles in a number of important philosophical topics, particularly in the philosophy of religion and the
philosophy of mind. In Part I, | try to provide a proper formulation of omniscience and show that the
issue of omniscience emerges in many distinct areas of philosophy, such as the philosophy of religion,
epistemology, aesthetics, the philosophy of language, logic and the philosophy of mind. In Part II, |
focus on the philosophy of religion and analyse two arguments that are held to refute the existence of an
omniscient God: the argument from knowledge de se and the argument from concept possession. |
evaluate the existing objections to these arguments and demonstrate that none of them is successful. |
then provide my own objections to the arguments by utilising the concept of omniscience. To evaluate
these anti-theist arguments is an important task in itself. However, in Part I11, | argue that my analyses of
the arguments are applicable to quite different arguments in the philosophy of mind: Thomas Nagel’s bat
argument and Frank Jackson’s knowledge argument, both of which purport to undermine the dominant
physicalist position on the mind-body problem. I construe the arguments in terms of omniscience and, on
that basis, | maintain that the bat argument is parallel to the argument from knowledge de se, and that the
knowledge argument is parallel to the argument from concept possession. By comparing the knowledge

argument and the bat argument with their counterparts | construct new objections to the arguments.
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